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1. Story Time – Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.
Thank You to Reading Volunteers and Train Volunteers
Thank You to Gentle Gardeners for Organizing Library

2. Pergola Progress
Thank You to Volunteer Builders

3. Flower Families 

4. Appreciation Open House July 15th, Wine & Scarecrows, 
and Fall Harvest Festival

5. Top Ten Things to Do at the Arboretum—Kay Rewerts
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If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need. 

-Cicero



After the group reading, the activity tables 

were popular. Watching and learning to 

identify through magnifying glasses which 

night crawlers were young and which ones 

were old was a great success.

STORY TIME AT THE ARBORETUM

Each Wednesday at 10:00 a.m., weather permitting, a 

nature inspired story is read by a volunteer and related 

activities are available free of charge. As a bonus, Jake 

the Snake is fed!

On June 30, 2010, Eva Atwood of Waterloo Church of 

the Brethren read "Yucky Worms" by Vivian French. The 

lovely weather contributed to record attendance of over 

65 children and at least 30 adults. The children learned 

from the reading why worms are good for our garden 

and soil, and why we should like to have them in our 

yards.



Children also watched the garden train, made clay worms and

snakes, painted worm tracks, and played in the sand. Jake was fed 

twice, so all could see. Many brought sack lunches to enjoy in the gardens after the event.

Story Time will continue on Wednesdays through the month of July. Children must be accompanied by 

an adult.  Come and enjoy!!

Eva, and all our 

volunteer readers

who make Story 

Time a success!

Arboretum train 

engineers, for being 

present to run the 

train at Story Time! 

THANK YOU 



We want everyone to know that the Arboretum 

has a collection of adult and children's books on 

many topics relating to nature and  gardening on the 

shelves of the east wall of the Education Center.   

These are available for use while in the gardens 

whenever the doors to the Education Center are  

open.  Feel free to take a book outside to enjoy.  

Perhaps our new Adirondack chairs in the Hosta 

Garden would be a good spot for adult relaxation.  

The silos of the Children's Garden are a favorite 

location to share the youth books.

Also, thank you to the Gentle Gardeners (a group 

of friends who now volunteer each Monday 

morning) for using a rainy day in June to thoroughly 

clean and organize our library shelves!



Our last report on the pergola was the Memorial Day ground breaking. Somehow, between the rain 

showers of June, the holes were dug, the poles were placed, and then a hardy group of volunteers 

proceeded to wrap the poles in cedar, then constructed the purlins (horizontal supports) and rafters.

Pergola ProgressPergola ProgressPergola ProgressPergola Progress

Thanks to Larry Bjortomt, Howard Craven, Nancy Friedman, Jack Golden, Al Hays, Stan McCadam, Pat 

McGivern, Manley Orum, Randy Robinson, Joan Webster-Vore, Dorothy Wright, Jack Wright, and all 

volunteers who were physically present to help with this construction project!!

While not completely finished, it is already a striking addition to the Rose Garden. Bricking and planters 

are also yet to be installed.



Flower Families

Why are Latin names used following the common name of a plant? Plants are classified in specific 
scientific manner, but usually only the plant Family, Genus, and species are of concern to the gardener. The 
scientific or botanical naming of a plant was begun by Carolus Linneaus, a Swedish botanist, in the eighteenth 
century. These names are binomial (consisting of two parts), the Genus and species, but sometimes the general 
family name is also included.

Family: These are plants with many botanical feature in common, and is the highest classification 
normally used. At this level, the plants share enough distinguishing features to suggest a common origin, 
and similarity between plants can often be recognized by the average gardener. A name of a plant family 
ends in -aceae.

Genus: This is a group of plants within a family that share many basic indicators of relationship but 
are different in external details (flower structure, leaf shape, habitat). This is often the part of a plant name 
that is most familiar. The name of the Genus should always be Capitalized.

Species: This is the level that defines an individual plant, distinct in structure and behavior. Often 
this name will describe some particular aspect of the plant (color of flower, size or shape of leaves), or it 

may be named after the location it is found. The name of the species is written after the Genus, and is not 
capitalized.

You may also occasionally see the term "variety" used. A variety is a plant only slightly different from the 
species plant. The variety name follows the Genus and species, and has var. before the individual variety 
name. A "cultivar" is a cultivated variety that can be reproduced. The cultivar name follows Genus and 
species, is Capitalized but not italicized, and always appears in single quotation marks. 



Would it surprise you to learn that the old-fashioned flower we commonly call hollyhock is in the same 
family as the modern and showy hardy hibiscus? Both are in the mallow plant family Malvaceae. The most 
common hollyhock is Alcea rosea. Historically, it is believed that Alcea was introduced to England by Crusaders 
returning from the Holy Land, and it was named "holyhock" to distinguish it from an older related herb form of 
"hock". It was among the first plants introduced to North America by English colonists.

To put this information into practice: the lovely 
flowers that we commonly call delphiniums blooming in the 
Arboretum belong to the buttercup family 
Ranunculaceae. Most delphiniums grown in gardens 
today are hybrids developed since the 1800's, such as 
Delphinium elatum, or Delphinium grandiflorum. (note 
Genus and species names).

A related plant in the same buttercup flower family 
Ranunculaceae is a flower commonly called larkspur. One 
of the common larkspurs is Delphinium consolida. Larkspur 
is the flower of the month of July, and its meaning denotes fickleness. 
Study the photos of delphinium and larkspur. Note the similarity of  the 
blooms, but yet the foliage of larkspur is ferny compared to the large  
delphinium leaves. These flowers share the same family and Genus.

So, as you visit the Arboretum, can you find more flowers that may be related??

Hardy hibiscus, while from the same family of Malvaceae, is of the 
Genus Hibiscus. The hardy hibiscus that we see locally have been 
hybridized from wild non-tropical hibiscus that had the largest flowers. A 
fairly common wild hardy hibiscus is Hibiscus moscheutos. 

The photos of the hibiscus and hollyhock reveal similarity in the 
flowers, yet many differences in the plant structure. They share only the 
same family.

Larkspur

Delphiniums

Hollyhock

Hibiscus



IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR SUPPORT!IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR SUPPORT!IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR SUPPORT!IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR SUPPORT!

Appreciation CelebrationAppreciation CelebrationAppreciation CelebrationAppreciation Celebration

In The GardensIn The GardensIn The GardensIn The Gardens

Thursday, July 15, 2010

6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m.

Short program at 7:00 p.m.

Arboretum volunteers will be on hand to assist you as you discover the treasures each garden offers. 

Bring Your Family!

Dessert refreshments will be served. 

Vintage seed packet image courtesy of VintageHolidayCrafts.com

Thanks to you, Thanks to you, Thanks to you, Thanks to you, 
our gardens are our gardens are our gardens are our gardens are 
growing!growing!growing!growing!

Whether you support the Arboretum financially or by giving of your time volunteering, we hope you'll 
join our appreciation event...a special thank you for all you do! 





Sunday September 19, 2010 - 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Free Admission – Save the Date!
FREE to enter the Scarecrow Contest!

Three Categories

Prizes for Youth – to 12 years

1st place = $25 gift certificate & ribbon

2nd place = $15 gift certificate & ribbon

3rd place = $10 gift certificate & ribbon

Prizes for Adult/Family

1st place = $25 & ribbon

2nd place = $15 gift certificate & ribbon

3rd place = $10 gift certificate & ribbon

Business Category

Represent your business and earn a participation ribbon

One Grand Prize awarded for People’s Choice = $25 & ribbon

One Grand Prize for Best of Show (Judge’s Choice) = $25 & ribbon

EVERYONE will earn a participation ribbon!

Auction : If you want to donate your scarecrow to support the Arboretum, people will “bid” to buy your 
scarecrow.

JOIN THE FUN & MAKE A SCARECROW THIS SUMMER!

Bring your scarecrow to the Arboretum Friday Sept. 17th 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. or Saturday, Sept. 18th 10 am –

12 noon.  The Arboretum is east of Hawkeye Community College on Orange Rd., south of Lost Island Water Park, 

Waterloo.

Questions? www.cedarvalleyarboretum.org (Events) or e-mail: office@cedarvalleyarboretum.org



Sunday September 19, 2010 - 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Free Admission - Save the Date

Quilt Raffle

Raffle tickets will be on sale starting July 20th for 3 beautifully hand stitched quilts. Tickets will sell for $2 each 
or 6 for $10. Tickets will ask the buyer to indicate which quilt they want to win:

# 1) is a 1930’s Thimbleberries antique print quilted wall hanging from Karen Acton. It's made from cotton in 

burgundy, tan, and antique teal with a pieced border, has a winter theme and measures 40”x 40 1/2”.

# 2) is an Alice in Wonderland classic print, twin sized bed quilt (50" x 60") in light and dark blue by Karen Acton, 

Terry Dixon and Carol Garrett.

# 3) is a lap sized quilt (53" x 71") from Mary Fratzke and Julie Messerly (Quilting Bug). It's a floral pattern called 

"Opening Night."

Many, many thanks to the quilters for their time and talents.

The drawing will be held at 3PM on Sunday, September 19 at the Festival. Need not be present to win.

You may purchase tickets by calling the office 319-226-4966, at Wine & Scarecrows Fundraiser on Saturday, 
September 18th, or during the Festival prior to 3:00 PM on Sunday, September 19.  

Don’t miss your chance to own a beautiful handmade quilt and help support the Arboretum

Cindy Wells & Barbara Brown

Raffle Co-Chairs



In the tradition of Dave Letterman, here’s my personal Top Ten Things 

to Do at the Arboretum. What does your list look like?

10. Walk through the Community Gardens to see how they have changed
9. Feed the goldfish
8. Walk the 1 mile trail
7. Walk the Labyrinth
6. Watch the train in the Children’s Garden
5. Read a book in the Shade Garden
4. Play in the Dinosaur Pit with the grandkids
3. Watch Jake the Snake eat
2. Have a picnic with the family
And….my number 1 favorite thing to do at the Arboretum:

1. Take photos

Kay Rewerts

Kay’s Top Ten


